Chalice Readings

Blessed is the fire that burns deep in the soul. It is the flame of the human spirit touched into being by the mystery of life. It is the fire of reason; the fire of compassion; the fire of community; the fire of justice; the fire of faith. It is the fire of love burning deep in the human heart; the divine glow in every life. 

####

The element of fire represents passion, veracity, authenticity, and vitality. If the chalice is the supporting structure of Unitarian Universalism, then we are the flame. We are the flame, fanned strong by our passion for freedom, our yearning for truth-telling, our daring to be authentic with one another, and the vitality we sustain in our meeting together. In all of this there is love. 

####

Deep calls unto deep, joy calls unto joy, light calls unto light. Let the kindling of this flame rekindle in us the inner light of love, of peace, of hope. And "as one flame lights another, nor grows the less," we pledge ourselves to be bearers of the light, wherever we are. 

For every time we make a mistake and we decide to start again: 

     We light this chalice. 

For every time we are lonely and we let someone be our friend: 

     We light this chalice. 

For every time we are disappointed and we choose to hope: 

     We light this chalice. 

####

In the mystery of life about us there is light. 

It gives us a place to be, to grow, to rejoice together. 

It opens the pathways to love. 

In this place of friendship there is freedom. 

Let the light we kindle go before us, 

Strong in hope, wide in good will, 

Inviting the day to come. 

####

In this small flame dwell: 

     the beacon light of lanterns guiding travelers home; 

     the warmth of hearth fires tended through the generations; 

     the transforming energy of furnaces and the power and life of our sun. 

May these blessings -- 

     warmth and light and life-giving energy -- 

     be kindled in each of us. 

####

O flaming chalice, symbol of a free faith, 

Burn with the holy oil of helpfulness and service. 

Spread warmth and light and hope; 

Warm hearts grown cold with indifference; 

Light dark places with justice; rekindle hope in despair. 

May we bring fuel for thy fire of love. 

May the oil of loving kindness flow from us to thy leaping flame. 

May hands of service shelter thee, 

That no winds of hate may extinguish thy brightness. 

May thy light and warmth be eternal. 

May we be keepers of thy flame. 

#####

O light of life, 

Be kindled again in our hearts 

As we meet together this morning 

To celebrate the joy of human community 

Seeking a wholeness that extends beyond ourselves. 

#####

This flame glows as light glows in the darkness; 

This flame burns as fire burns all that is dross; 

This flame dances as growing things dance upon the green earth; 

This flame flickers as life flickers for a precious while in each of us; 

This flame is warm as the companionship of friends is warm. 

####

Throughout the ages, light -- 

     whether from a single candle 

         or from a blazing, primordial fire -- 

     has summoned within human minds 

         the vision of that in us 

             which is ultimate and eternal. 

As we light our chalice this morning, 

     we rekindle the spirit of living meaning. 

We celebrate by the warmth of its fire 

     the depth and breadth of our religious communion. 

We celebrate by the light of its fire 

     the faith we share. 

####

To face the world's darkness -- 

     a chalice of light. 

To face the world's coldness -- 

     a chalice of warmth. 

To face the world's terrors -- 

     a chalice of courage. 

To face the world's turmoil -- 

     a chalice of peace. 

May its glow fill our spirits, our hearts, and our lives. 

#####

We gather around this flame that symbolizes: 

     the truth we know 

         and the truth we seek, 

     the community we share 

         and the community we aspire to, 

     the learning that enables us 

         and the mystery that encompasses. 

Here we speak the languages 

     of memory and hope. 

Here we are welcomed, 

     our journeys embraced and shared. 

#####

We light this chalice, a sign of community as well as sacred conscience; a call to communion as well as a reminder of communion's cost. The cup of health, wholeness and salvation is filled for all nations and all peoples. Its cost is no less than conviction, humility, praise and forebearance. Let all come to its bounty with joy, reason, and passion, in anticipation of that love which is all-in-all. 

#####

We light this chalice as a symbol of the creativity of our liberal faith: 

     The creativity to explore new avenues of religious insight; 

     The creativity to develop a caring community; 

     The creativity to envision a world of peace and freedom. 

####

Come, come, whoever you are - You are welcome here! 

No matter your age, your size, the color of your eyes, your hair, your skin - You are welcome here! 

No matter how you came here - if you came alone, or with others - You are welcome here! 

No matter whom you love, or how you speak, or whatever your abilities - You are welcome here! 

Whether you come with laughter in your heart, or tears - You are welcome here! 

If you come here with an open mind, a loving heart, willing hands - You are welcome here! 

Ours is no journey of despair - You are welcome here! 

Adapted from the Sufi poet Rumi, as used in our hymn #188   (Mowlana Jalaluddin Rumi, founder of the Mawlawi Sufi order, was born in 1207 in what is now Tajikistan. He died 1273 in Konya, Anatolia.) 

We gather this hour as people of faith, with joys and sorrows, gifts and needs.  We light this beacon of hope, sign of our quest for truth and meaning, in celebration of the life we share together."

Christine Robinson

"At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.  Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us."

Albert Schweitzer

Let Us Worship Together

The Rev. Joan Montagnes--from the 1997 Sharing Our Faith Sunday worship packet

We light this chalice to remind ourselves of that flame which burns in each of our hearts; 

Remembering that when flame meets flame,

match meets candle,

the two become one,

belonging to each other.

Many flames join together to form the warmth of community, of congregation, of city, of nation.

We gather here together to remind ourselves of our inner lights and to join with others to light the way to a good world community.

But before we can shine a light on that path, we must remind ourselves of who we are, we must know who we are. 

We are Unitarians, Universalists,  friends, visitors, seekers.

Let us worship together.

